
The Citizen is an essential weekly activity in nearly 2,000 homes throughout Huron County. 
They don’t want to miss comprehensive local and county news, award-winning columns 
and editorials and plenty of local photos.  

For advertisers, The Citizen is the most cost-effective way 
 to reach this audience.
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North Huron water rates to increase substantially

North Huron residents will be 
seeing a substantial increase in their 
water and sewer bills in the next five 
years if council approves a new fee 
structure as part of the 2020 budget 
process. 

On Monday evening, council 
directed staff to add a 7.1 per cent 
annual increase in water and sewer 
rates for the next five years across 
the municipality to an upcoming fee 
bylaw update. That increase will 
occur every year for the next five 
years. 

The increases should make the 
water systems in North Huron closer 
to self-sustaining while increasing 
the reserves to repair and replace the 
infrastructure. 

Council was faced with two 
decisions on Monday evening. The 
first was whether to implement a 
minimum increase of 5.5 per cent or 
the ideal increase of 7.1 per cent, 
which was later adopted.  

The second decision was how to 
treat ratepayers in the North Huron 
part of Belgrave whose water costs 

were being subsidized by Wingham 
and Blyth ratepayers. 

Director of Finance Donna White 
explained that, a decade ago, council 
had chosen to keep a steady price 
across the board for Belgrave and 
Blyth. At the time, the Belgrave 
water system cost, per household, 
was similar to what was being paid 
in Blyth, so it made sense to charge 
one fee. 

Since then, however, the cost  
to run the small water system has 
increased substantially, while fees 
have not. The result is approximately 
40 per cent of each Belgrave 
ratepayer’s water cost was being 
subsidized. Belgrave ratepayers pay 
approximately $600 per year, 
however Morris-Turnberry, who 
operates the system, charges its  
own ratepayers and bills North 
Huron for a total cost of 
approximately $1,050 annually per 
household. 

While council remains undecided 
on how to deal with the subsidy 
despite significant debate, council 
did direct staff to implement the 
larger increase in hopes of getting 
ahead of water and sewer projects. 

The increases are split into four 
different streams: capital reserves 
for water and sewer and system costs 
for water and sewer. 

In Blyth, for example, residents 
currently pay $15 a month each 
towards water and sewer capital 
costs, which will increase to $16.07, 
or $32.14. Usage costs currently run 
Blyth ratepayers $37.64 for water 
and $24.64 for sewer which will 
increase to $40.31 and $26.39, 
respectively, totalling $66.70.  
That means monthly bills will 
increase from $92.28 to $98.83, a 

difference of $6.55 and an annual 
difference of $78.60. 

As water and sewer is billed bi-
monthly, Blyth ratepayers will see a 
$13.10 increase for each bill next 
year. 

The increase for Wingham 
ratepayers, however, is harder to pin 
down as the community is metered. 
Using an average of 11 cubic metres 
per month at 99 cents per cubic 
metre, White said Wingham would 
see an approximate $70 annual 
increase ($35 to both water and 
sewer). 

Council members weren’t pleased 
with the idea, with Blyth Councillor 
Kevin Falconer saying he didn’t 
think an increase of approximately 
$440, after five years, was feasible 
for Blyth ratepayers. 

The move is the first step, White 
said, in looking at other problems 
with the water and sewer  
systems. 

Falconer, for example, pointed out 
that while Blyth and Wingham pay 
for approximately the amount of 
water used by each municipality 

Mary Douma and Jane Smyth are 
the Citizen of the Year Award 
winners for 2019, Smyth in Blyth 
and Douma in Brussels. 

Douma received a nomination that 
highlighted her outstanding 
contributions to the Brussels 
community through not only the 
Brussels Agricultural Society, but 
Melville Presbyterian Church and 
the Brussels Horticultural Society as 
well. 

Douma has been a member of the 
Agricultural Society for decades, 
serving as its secretary for many 
years before stepping aside only a 
few years ago. She is still, however, 
the society’s homecraft president 
and an ever-present member 
throughout the year and at Brussels 
Fall Fair time. 

At Melville, Douma is a serving 
elder, also putting in time as the 
organist and choir director for the 
church, regularly performing at 
other churches as well. 

Douma has been an involved 

On Oct. 30, North Huron 
Township Council and staff 
answered ratepayers’ questions 
during a town hall meeting at Blyth 
Memorial Hall. The annual event 
seeks to make council more 
approachable for residents outside of 
Wingham where council’s regular 
meetings are held. Jane Muegge 

moderated the event, reading 
questions filled out by audience 
members beforehand. 

The first question was from 
Blyth’s Steve Howson who asked 
how council planned to control 
expenses moving forward. Reeve 
Bernie Bailey said controlling 
spending is a long-term goal for 
council, but that it was only half the 
battle. 

Council is fully focused on 

creating a larger tax base by 
encouraging development, Bailey 
said, pointing to the Hutton Heights 
development as an example. 

Hutton Heights is a municipal 
project that could see infrastructure 
built through tax dollars to 
encourage a large residential 
development just southwest of 
Wingham. 

“We either need to get more 

Blyth residents have their say

Back of the net 
The Seaforth Centenaires were no strangers to finding the 
back of the net on Saturday night, as they hosted a battle of 
Highway 8 at the Seaforth and District Community Centre, 
welcoming the Clinton Radars for the Centenaires’  

home opener. After several weeks on the road, the Centenaires 
came out flying, beating the Radars by a score of 4-1 on the 
strength of goals like this one that sent the Seaforth crowd home 
happy.   (Darlene McCowan photo) 
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Advertising Deadline: Monday 4:00 p.m.

Print 
Advertising Rates

Full Page 10.375 wide x 14.875 high . . . .702.75 
1/2 Page 10.375 wide x 7.5 high . . . . . .351.38 
1/4 Page 6.167 wide x 6.25 high . . . . . .175.69 
1/8 Page 4.083 wide x 4.69 high . . . . . . .87.89 
1/16 Page 4.083 wide x 2.345 high  . . . . .43.95 

Colour is just 15% surcharge 
(Minimum $25) 

$9.37 per column inch 

Contract Rates Available

CLASSIFIED PAGES 
Word Ads Minimum $7.00 for 20 words plus 20¢ for additional words.  

50¢ will be deducted from ads paid in advance. 
$6.00 THURSDAY ON ALL WORD ADS (20 words or less, PRE-PAID) 

 
CLASSIFIED DISPLAY 

All ads boxed or bordered appearing on Classified Pages 
 $11.00 per column inch 

 
BUSINESS DIRECTORY 

Single Card $15.00 per insertion 
Double Card $28.35 per insertion 

Minimum booking 13 insertions, no changes 
(One time billing on directory ads) 

 
SWAP SHOP 

Sell person-to-person items for under $1,000 for free. 
Words ads (up to 20 words) will run 3x (no businesses)

Digital 
Advertising Rates

Circulation 
 

an additional  
2,000 users weekly

 Banners & Sidebars available at 
huroncitizen.ca 

 $50/week as an add-on  
for ¼ pg or bigger print ad 

$100/week digital only 
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